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Fetruary  3rl,  i&io 


Ai.  Tu  Drurrnrona,  Fso.', 

207  Valison  Avenue, 

\ 

Toronto. 

Dear  Sir: 

In  the  acsence  of  President  Falconer 
in  Naw  York  I  cea  to  acknowledge  the  receiot  of 
your  letter,  which  will  receive  t.hei  attention  of 
the  Fresiaent  on  his  return  early  next  week. 

Yours  very  truly, 


Fresidemt’s  Secretary. 


February  cth!,  1915 


At.  Tt.  Drunsond',  £30.:, 

20?  Vadison  Avenue:, 

Toronto. 

Dear  Vr*  Drus.trond': 

Ob  sy  return  froir  New  Yorn  1  find  your  latter  awaiting  tie. 
Tn«  BUggestioce  ^nat  you  crake  are  rrcst  intereettng  ar.a  arceal  to  tre.  To 
fact  we  -have  on  several  occasions  lately  approaches  the  Dear  ini  on  Government 
alozzg  somewhat  sinilar  lines.  Powev?r,  although  our  reouests  were  rroaest 
we  were  not  successful.  For  sone  reason  or  other  VcGill  sseas  to  be  able 
to  induce  the  author  i  tics  at  Ottawa  to  conduct  research  e*  reriirents  .in  th»ir 
laboratories1,  while  they  would  not  aid  oft  in  the  departrrent  of  Ceraiica:, 
according  to  our  recuesl  last  winter.  'I  understand  also  that  they  were 
willing  to  30  something  in  that  line  at  2ueen(,s!,  as  you  yourself  confirm  in 
your  letter.  T  ao  r.ot  see  why  there  should  rot  te  co-oreration  among  the 
liniversi  ties  tor  this  purpose,  because  ir  order  to  get  the  best  work  for  the 
country  at  large  the  research  should  be  conducted  irs  the  Universities  wnera 
they  can  bs  test  sene!,  and  'I  car  asaurt  you  that  we  will  be  glad  to  co-operate 
in  the  matter.  T  air  going  to  sere  your  letter  to  Dr.  Fllis'.  and  after  he 
>»na  'I  have  talka-d  the  matter  over:,  !T  say  write  to  you  again.  Aiith  kina 
regards',  T  as, 

Yours  sincerely, 


President . 


s'ss  ////// /s//y/  a  f  Js : 
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Telephone, 


*  *  V/ 

^ifPcrest  310 


207  Madison  Avenue 


4th . March-lGl-5 


Dp'  R.  A.  Falconer 


President 


Toronto  Universit 


Dear  DP  Falconer 


Re  Research.  Yfork 


I  v;as  much  obliged  by  yours  of  the  6th  ult.  Principal  ireterson 


has  written  me  in  somewhat  similar  terms  ,  whilst  Queen's  has  become  so  im¬ 
pressed  with  the  importance  of  the  matter,  that  it  has  appropriated  what  is 
to  it  a  considerable  sum  to  aid  some  important  research  investigations 


rnents,  radio  activity,^- c 


the  Federal  Government  at  '<7  ashing  ton  has  •  taken  advantage  of  the  research 


commercial  importance  .  I  am  sending  this  to  Sir  Geo , E. Foster  in  order  to 


* 

show  that  the  modern  , equipped  university  can  effectively  take  up  investi¬ 


gations  which  in  their  results  appeal  most  strikingly  to  legislators  as 
rell  as  manufacturers  and  mining  companies.  The  universities  will  require  to 
develop  this  practical  side  of  research  work.  The  unscientific  mind  is  apt  t 
connect  these  institutions  with  pore  science  alone,  generally  unaware  that 
the  principles  and  facts  scertnincd  in  pure  science  investigation  have 
formed  the  basis  on  which  so  many  industries  have  been  built 


1  o  u  rzyt !*  ai  t  h  f  ull  y 


MEMORANDUM 


Important  discoveries  in  Gasoline, Dye  stuffs  and 

Explosives 

The  Secretary  o f  the  Interior  at  Washington,  announces  that 
one  of  the  experts-  Qr  Rittman  -  working  for  some  months  past  at  the 
research  laboratories  of  Columbia  University  at  Hew  York  ,  at  the  instance 
of  the  Federal  Government,  has  ,  in  crude  petroleum,  made  two  discoveries 
of  great,  commercial  value:- 

(1)  lie  has  been  able  to  increase  the  production  of  gasoline  two 
hundred  per  cent,  and.  from  practically  any  . crude  petroleum 
found  in  the  United  States. The  importance  of  the  discovery  can 
be  measured  by  the  fact  that  the  gasoline  industry  there  reprer 
sents  an  annual^ value  of  between  *100,000,000  and  $150,000,000 
(3)  Among  the  byproducts  of  crude  petroleum  he  has  found  toluol  and 
benzolAvhich  are  the  important  bases  far^therpro duction  of 

(a)  the  valuable  dye  stuffs  hitherto  obtained  from 
coal  tar 

(b)  high  explosives  ,  especially  of  smokeless  powder 
This  discovery  of  toluol  and  benzol  regarded  as  of  great  im¬ 
portance  to  the  vast  cotton,  silk  and  vioollen  industries  of  the 
United  States,  as  well  as  to  those  manufacturing  explosives, 
making  them  independent  of  Germany 

Toronto  4th  March  1915  .  A. T. Drummond 


March  6th,  I9l5 


A.*  T.  Drummond,  fso.., 

20?  Madison  Avenue,  Toronto, 

My  dear  Mr.  Drummond': 

Many  thanks  for  your  letter  ana  the  enclosed 
memorandum:,  which  is  extremely  interesting.  I  had  already  spoken  to 
Dr.  Fll  is  about  the  possibility  of  our  manufacturing  Toluol  for  the 
Government,  tut  he  informs  ire  that  it  is  only  done  on  a  ccmmerical  scale 
at  coke  works,  arc  at  Sydney  they  have  taken  up  the  manufacture. 

Your  general  scheme  T  highly  approve  of.  In 
Canada  for  a  long  time  to  come  we  shall  have  sc  few  men  of  high 
scientific  distinction  well  eauipned  to  do  research  work,  that  the 
Government  will  find  it  most  economical  to  use  those  who  are  now  in 
Universities.  Tney  will  find  our  men  able  to  do  good  work  for  their. 
Ae  shall  gladly  cut  our  laboratories  at  their  disposal,  ana  if  there 
is  anything  like  a  conjoint  offer  made  to  induce  the  Government  to 
undertake  work  of  this  kind  in  the  Universities:,  we  shall  gladly 
co-operate. 

With  kind  regards,  I  am, 

Yours  sincerely, 


Fres  iaent 


